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Farmland
eyed for

industrial
land bank

Owners hope to have
600 acres near BG.
rezoned by county
By KAITLIN GILLESPIE
Columbian staff writer

Clark County is considering
applying a little-used planning
designation that would take

- 600 acres of farmland out of
production and set it aside for
industrial use.

The family that owns both
the Lagler Dairy and Acker-
land properties, . which total
about 600 acres on either side
of Highway 503 just south of

. : Battle Ground, hopes to see
- : Photos by STEVEN LANE/ The Columbian the agricultural land converted
Portland Taiko Drum Group performs Thursday at the 10th annual Clark College Sakura Festival. b into light industrial — think
- : AL warehouses and distribution
centers, not smoke stacks and
° . - . ’ o manufacturing.
Y : Supporters of the effort say
riendship blossoms at Clark | wgzzas
; s , and build jobs in Clark Coun-
et ty. Opponents, however, fear
o e ' :::h‘ﬁ proposal coul(tih harrgdaagbril-
. : ' e ture and limit the availabil-
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skies and pale pink cherry could become industrial lots in the
blossoms Thursday afternoon. first application of the industrial
The festival celebrates the land bank.
fleeting beauty of the blos- e X ;
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John Kageyama, president of H
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U.S. District Court in Ta-
coma. He pleaded not guilty
to 10 felony counts and, a
magistrate judge set trial for
June 8.

The most serious charge
carries up to 20 years in
prison. A felony conviction
would automatically force
him from office, and some
lawmakers spoke about the
possibility of impeaching
him !n light of the charges
alone.

In a statement, Kelley
said he was disappointed
by the indictment and that
he would take a temporary
leave of absence beginning
May 1, but that he was “de-
termined to fight back.”

“For the past few years, I
have been the subject of an
intense investigation by the

federal government about
my private business practic-
es going back more than 10
years,” he said. “I am very
confident that I will be able
to prove my innocence.” *

Washington Gov. Jay
Inslee called on Kelley to
resign, as did Attorney Gen-
eral Bob Ferguson.

“This indictment today
makes it clear to me that
Troy Kelley cannot continue
as state auditor,” Inslee said
in a statement.

At his court appearance,
Kelley appeared calm and
said “Yes, your honor,” in a
clear voice when U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge J. Richard
Creatura asked if he under-
stood the charges.

With no objection from
prosecutors, Creatura al-
lowed Kelley to go free on
bond. He cannot travel out-
side Washington without
notifying federal authorities.

At a news conference af-
ter his court hearing, Kelley

‘TED S, WARREN/Associated Press

Washington state Auditor Troy Kelley leayes the Federal

Courthouse in Tacoma on Thursday after pleading
quilty to charges in a federal grand jury indictment.

read aloud the statement he
had distributed before and
took no questions.

“I did not break the law,”
he said.

He then left while his
criminal attorney, Mark N.
Bartlett, a former top fed-
eral prosecutor, spoke about

not

the allegations. Bartlett and
Kelley’s tax attorney, Rob-
ert N. McCallum, said the
indictment charged Kelley
with ducking taxes he was
in the process of paying.
“This is a prosecution that
is flawed both in execution
and in conception,” Bartlett

said.

Speculation has been
swirling around Kelley, a
Democrat elected in 2012,
since last month, when fed-
eral agents searched his
home and subpoenaed the
auditor’s office for records
concerning a longtime busi-
ness associate who subse-
quently went to work for
him at the state agency.

Days after the search,
Kelley wrote a $447,000

| check to the U.S. Treasury
. Department, noting in the

subject line that it would
cover future tax debts, the
indictment said.

Kelley's company, Post
Closing Department,
worked with escrow and
mortgage title companies
to track real estate transac-
tions. According to the in-
dictment, it was supposed to
collect up to $150 in advance
as a fee for each transaction;
keep $15 to $20 for its ser-
vices; pay any government

fees required; and then
refund whatever portion .
remained. Instead, Kelley":
kept the money, the indict- .
ment said — an amount that
totaled at least $3 million
from 2006 to 2008.

“Contrary to his represen-
tations, Troy X. Kelley did
not refund unused portions
of reconveyance fees to bor- -
rowers, but instead fraudu-
lently retained, stole, and -
converted them to his own
use,” the indictment said.

One of the escrow com-
panies Kelley worked with,
Old Republic Title, sued
him in 2009. He eventually
paid more than $1 million to "
settle the case. :

Attempted  obstruction -
of a civil lawsuit carries a °
maximum sentence of up
to 20 years. Possession and
concealment of stolen prop- °
erty carries up to 10 years. °
Kelley is also charged with -
corrupt interference with in-
ternal revenue laws. !
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ity of local produce.

Converting land isn't as
easy as redrawing Clark
County’s map, however, and
it could be a year before the
land is rezoned, community
planner Gordy Euler said.

Under a rarely used pro-
vision of the Washington
state Growth Management
Act — born from the efforts
of Clark County legislators
and land-use attorney Steve
Horenstein in 1996, coun-
ties can apply to de-desig-
nate resource lands that
are more than 100 actes for
other purposes.

Horenstein now repre-
sents the owners of the two
properties. The Ackerland
property, west of Highway
503 and north of Northeast
119th Street, is 223.72 acres,
while the Lagler property
- opposite is 378.71 acres.

. Dennis Lagler, a longtime
dairy farmer in Clark Coun-
ty and member of the Til-
lamook County Creamery
Association, plans to take
his operation to Eastern
Washington, where farming
is easier, Horenstein said.

“(Dairies) just don't work
well here,” Horenstein said.

The county council will
have to sign off on the pro-

posal, and the state will
have to approve the zoning
c !
No developers have ex-
pressed an interest in the
lots yet, but Euler called it
an, “If you build it, they will
come,” situation.

“We’re making the land
available for industrial de-
velopment,” Euler said.

Farm advocates, includ-
ing Warren Neth of Slow
Food Southwest Washing-
ton, say Clark County needs
to focus on protecting agri-
culture and providing more
incentive for farmers to stay
here, not trying to convert
farmland into warehouses. -

Neth said the farms are
among the most productive
in Clark County. They're
both also far larger than the
average Clark County farm,
which is about 39 acres, ac-
cording to the 2012 Agricul-
ture Census.

“Clark County is a rapidly

urbanizing county and part

of an ever-expanding met-
ropolitan- area,” Neth said.
“We need to develop land
use tools for property own-
ers like the Laglers and Ack-
erfands, which would incen-
tivize them to pass the land
onto the next generation of
Clark County farmers.”

KAITLIN GILLESPIE: 360-
735-4517; kaitlin.gillespie@

columbian.com; twitter.com/
newsladykatie

Police: 5 found dead
inside Phoenix home

PHOENIX (AP) — Five
adults were found dead in-
side a north Phoenix home
after a shooting Thursday
in a suspected dispute about
the family’s business, police
said.

The names and ages
of the three men and two
women weren't immediately
released. But police said the
three men were brothers
and the dead women appar-
ently were the men’s mother
and a spouse of one of the
brothers.

Two other women and two
children managed to escape
the home unharmed, accord-
ing to police.

One of those women told
officers that the shooting
stemmed from a family dis-

mite nolice ennlreeman Qart

“Our dispatcher could
hear shots fired in the back-
ground while that call was
coming in,” Crump said. “A
caller had been able to es-
cape the home at that point,
get out and start to give us
information.”

Crump said the family had
origins in Morocco. During
an hourslong standoff before
the bodies were found, police
used a megaphone to try to
communicate with the occu-
pants of the home, address-
ing the family in Arabic.

The Arizona Republic
reported that one neighbor
said the family owned a
transportation service.

It wasnt immediately
clear how many people fired
shots, but police said they

warorn’t lnalric e fre amee ~oo
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providing financial incen-
tives for physicians to bill
Medicare patients for their
overall care, not individual
office visits.

Obama said he planned
to hold a reception for law-
makers next week to salute
them for their work. He said
he wanted to sign the bill

Preschoolers
enrolled in
the Clark e
College Early
Childhood
program
present their .
artworkat -
the 10th !
annual Clark
College
Sakura
| Festival on
| Thursday.
Photos by STEVEN LANE/ The Columbian .
to continue her political
Sakura | e
“I love Vl?;couveﬁ as
. much as I love my home-
From Page Al ' town,” she Sgg . ‘
P - . After the cherry blossom |
Wil ceremony. oo pineres

-th g'raduaﬁng mdents mSlde Galser Han t? view
;‘em to atibadk o Japanese cultural displays
new adventures, said Bob :ﬁgk‘:];n‘:h on sakura
Knight, president of Clark Abbie Horrocks, 24, sat
C% femind s to ey atJ atable whbm shogi,

: » a ese game
g(i] day to the fullest,” he e ‘ plaay‘:anith tiles, was set

Kageyama traveled from  Clark College student Erin Yamazaki, from Fukushima, "%, 0 . College
Japan for the event. He ex-  Japan, and recipient of the Dr. Kanagawa Japanese e o
plained that “shir:)“ means  Friendship Scholarship, speaks about the devastating e Japan,ese language and .
W_hrteagd“fueen means 2011 earthquake that displaced 70,000 people in her belonged to the Interna-

“It was my way of giving e xﬁgﬁmomv_
back to your people,” he festival. ‘Wearing a kimono, ingin Jopan for 18 manths
said about his gift of the But light pink petals still  Yamazaki spoke of the dev- mmm
cherry trees. “l am very clung to the trees in the astating 2011 earthquake e as o missionary OF
pleased you are taking Royce E. Pollard Friend- that displaced 70,000 fhe Mormon charch
good care of the sakura. I  ship Garden. people in her region. Many “Fdheen nterested in
never expected the trees “We have blossoms on are still living in temporary Japanese since I'wasa
(to be) so beautiful and the trees and petals onthe  housing. oung child.” Horrocks
big.” . ground,” Knight said. “It “I have never experi- zaid “But wh o ] cameto

“We Japanese have looks like pink snow.” enced such a traumatic a m_‘k’ it clicked.”
had an affinity for cherry Erin Yamazaki, 21, a event,” she said. ‘s the Portiand Tailko
blossoms for centuries,” student from Fukushima, She also spoke of the G e
said Hiroshi Furusawa, Japan, was recipient ofthe  generosity demonstrated take G saae salarablos: 4
Portland consul general. Dr. Kanagawa Japanese by volunteers from Ameri- Soms atted ;1 agentle

When the mild winter Friendship Scholarship pre- ca and around the world. breeze and carpeted the
and early spring caused sented by the Clark College Her own family was not e
the trees to bloom about Foundation. She arrivedin  displaced by the earth- gr :
two weeks early thisyear,  Vancouver in September quake.

Knight said he was worried and has been studying Eng- In three months, SUSAN PARRISH: 360-735-

there wouldn’t be any pet-  lish and political scienceat ~ Yamazaki will return home ~ 4515; twitter.com/col_schools;

als left on the trees for the  Clark College. to Utsunomiya University  susan.parrish@columbian.com
will be paid in the future, by legislative antagonist. That’s a different sce-:

nario than federal officials

and lawmakers described .
earlier this week, when -
Senate and House leaders
were fending off 11th-hour
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